June 13/14, 2009
Faith That Feeds the Hungry & Hopeless

True believers in Christ continue the revolution He started 2000
years ago, by loving those He calls us to love in the way they need
to be loved. When we do, we are loving Christ the way He wants us to
love Him. Matthew 25:34-40

God'’s plan has always been for His people to be His hands and
heart for hurting people, not out of guilt, but out of Christ-led
compassion! Compassion creates intense passion to care like
Christ cares for you.

Isaiah 58:6-12

- Every 5 seconds a child dies from hunger related causes.
- 25,000 people die daily due to hunger.

- Every 5 seconds a child dies from water borne diseases.
- 5 million people die each year due to bad water.

Jesus wants to use us, just like His first disciples, to give people
two things they desperately need...

1) Practical support in their daily battle for survival.

2) Persevering hope as they battle painful and persistent problems.
It takes faith in and obedience to Christ to do both!

Mark 6:34-44; Mark 8:1-9

1) Jesus was ruled by compassion and faith, not the apparent
impossibility of the situation.

2) Jesus told the disciples He wanted them to feed people and not
excuse themselves from caring for the hungry.

3) Jesus only asked them to collect what they had and bring it to Him
to bless it.

4) Jesus made what little they had more than enough to meet the
need He challenged them to meet.

5) Through their own reluctant obedience, the disciples got to see
how God miraculously used them to provide for the real needs of
others.

Faith in and obedience to Jesus can feed multitudes even today,
but we must get it out of our hands and put it in His hands.

Jesus also wants to use us to give hope to people battling
hopeless situations. Hopelessness starves the soul like
malnutrition starves the body. He wants to use us to feed hope to
people who are beaten down by life’s circumstances that are often out
of their control. Luke 10:25-37

1) All three men saw the same beaten man but only one man, the
despised Samaritan, was moved with the compassion God expects
from His own people.

2) Only one man refused to walk by and chose to get involved
providing care, comfort and hope.

3) Only one man paid the expense of another’s healing and restored a
beaten, forsaken man'’s hope for life.

4) Only one man was enough to restore life and hope to a stranger he
treated as his neighbor.

Jesus’bottom line:“You go and do likewise!”

Action Steps:

1) Buy and read the book, “The Hole in Our Gospel.”

2) Pray through Revolutionary Faith Magazine, asking the Holy Spirit
to lead you to the needs He wants to use you to meet.

3) Be somebody’s good Samaritan this week.

4) Fill a bag with groceries to bring back next week for the Food Bank.

We have the deep satisfaction of seeing lives preserved and
restored when we choose to exercise our faith and
compassionately feed people what we all desperately
need...practical support and hope!

Discussion Questions:

1) Share a time when you were struggling for survival if you can. What
did you need the most? Food? Shelter? Job? Hope? Car? How did God
meet your need?

2) Read about the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000. What can you
learn from these examples of how God uses us to feed others when we
do our part by faith?

3) Who has been a good Samaritan to you? Who do you know that has
been beaten up by life and needs some hope?



