June 6/7, 2009
Faith That Works for God

How does Jesus want us to love Him today? What kind of faith
works for Him? According to Jesus, it's more than belief in Him; it’s
behavior that loves others the way they need to be loved. True
Christians do more than confess Christ as their Savior; they love Christ
by caring compassionately for one another in their need.

Matthew 25:31-46

I know | am His Sheep and not a goat by what | do, not by just
what | believe. Sheep serve other believers in their real needs like
Jesus the Good Shepherd did, and by doing so are actually loving
Jesus in the way He wants us to love Him.

How do we love Jesus?

I was hungry and you fed Me!

I was thirsty and you gave Me a drink!

I was a stranger and you invited Me in!

I was naked and you clothed Me!

I was sick and you cared for Me!

I was in prison and you visited Me!

Real conversion to Christ becomes real action! You change, your
actions change, what you value changes and who you care about
all changes. You want to give generously and live righteously
because of what Christ has done for you. Being born again is belief
that becomes authenticated by biblical action.

Luke 19:1-10

We show our faith through our works. If we have no works, we have
no faith and we are still dead in our sins. Real faith is both belief and
behavior, not either or. We are saved by grace through faith that
expresses itself in good works Christ wants to do through us.
Ephesians 2: 8-10; James 2: 14-26

As we do our good works of real faith, lives are forever changed
and we continue the revolution of love Jesus started 2000 years
ago. Our obedience to His commands can change lives, families,
communities and even nations that desperately need Christ’s
compassionate care.

Whose responsibility is it to care for the poor, the orphans, the
widows, the oppressed, the helpless and the destitute?

God’s Word says it is our responsibility!

Psalm 82:3-4; James 1:27; Matthew 22:37-40

“The worst sin towards our fellow man is not to hate them, but to be
indifferent to them; that’s the essence of inhumanity.” Shaw

Jesus started a revolution of changed lives when He came 2,000
years ago. His revolution lives on in us as we love those He commands
us to love and care for.

Matthew 5:13-16 - “ You are the light of the world—Ilike a city on a
mountain, glowing in the night for all to see. Don'’t hide your light under a
basket! Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all. In the same way,
let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise
your heavenly Father.”

How can | be the social revolutionary Jesus wants me to be?

1) Get informed about what the real needs in the world are today.
Read “The Hole in Our Gospel.”

2) Get inflamed with your opportunity to bring help to the hurting
and hopeless. Review the opportunities to change lives and let God
break your heart for those He wants you to care for.

3) Get involved doing something now as you pursue doing the main
thing Jesus wants you to do for Him.

When we live the faith Jesus expects from us we receive a life
beyond our greatest expectations! We get to see Jesus change lives,
change communities and even change the world through us! Viva the
Revolution of Christ in us!

Micah 6:8

Discussion Questions:

1) Read through Matthew 25:31-46. Are you loving Jesus the way He
wants you to love Him?

2) Has your conversion changed your life like it did Zacchaeus? Why or
why not?

3) Do you believe it’s your responsibility to care compassionately and
even sacrificially for orphans, widows, the poor, oppressed and

destitute? How could you start to do that right now?



