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One of the most loving and effective things you can do for
another human being is to pray for them.

James 5:16b - The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish
much John 14:13-14, John 15:7-8, John 16:24

Unfortunately many of us feel very ineffective in praying for
ourselves and others. We struggle with how to pray and praying
consistently and meaningfully for ourselves and others. God
doesn’t want us to feel guilty about how much we pray or how we
pray but to learn how to pray effectively. Jesus modeled to us how
to pray effectively. John 17:1-26

Q. How did Jesus pray?

A. He prayed intimately, reverently, and purposefully.
Father—6Xx’s in prayer Holy Father, Righteous Father

John 17:1 - When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he looked up
to heaven and said, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son so he can
give glory back to you.

John 17:11 - Now | am departing the world; | am leaving them behind
and coming to you. Holy Father, keep them and care for them—all those
you have given me—so that they will be united just as we are.

John 17:25-26 - “O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but |
do; and these disciples know you sent me. And | have revealed you to them
and will keep on revealing you. | will do this so that your love for me may
be inthem and | in them.”

Q. Who did Jesus pray for?

A. 1) Himself first

John 17:4-5 - | brought glory to you here on earth by doing everything
you told me to do. And now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared
before the world began.

2) His chosen disciples

John 17:15 - I'm not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep
them safe from the evil one.

3) His future disciples John 17:19-20




Q. What did Jesus pray for?

A. 1) Glory for His Father through glorifying Him

John 17:1-2, John 17:4-5 - | brought glory to you here on earth by doing
everything you told me to do. And now, Father, bring me into the glory we
shared before the world began.

2) Provision and protection for His disciples John 17:11, John
17:14-15

3) Purity in His disciples by holding to His Word John 17:17-19

4) Perfect Unity among His disciples to reveal Jesus as the Son of
God John 17:20-22

We can learn to pray effectively by following Jesus model for
prayer here.

1) Pray intimately, reverently and purposefully

2) Pray for yourself so you live for His glory and accomplish the good
works you were created for

3) Pray for others what your Father puts on your heart to pray for
them—provision, protection, purity, perfect unity

We can be an answer to Jesus prayer when we work together in
perfect unity to accomplish what He gave us to do on earth.
Matthew 28:18-20

Working together for His Father’s glory is still the cry of His heart
today for His church. John 17:20-21

Discussion Questions:

1. Do you ever feel guilty or inadequate when it comes to praying effectively?
Is it hard for you to be consistent or to stay focused when praying? Have you
been discouraged by unanswered prayer? What prayers has God answered
recently in your life?

2. Read through Jesus’ Prayer in John 17 together. What strikes you about
how Jesus prayed? Do you pray intimately, reverently and purposefully? Who
did Jesus pray for and what did He pray for them? Why did He pray that way?

3. What do you pray for most frequently? Who do you pray for? What will
change in your prayers having now studied how Jesus prayed? Do you really
believe that praying for yourself and others is one of the most loving and
powerful things you can do for someone else? Do that now for one another
and for those God puts on your heart.

Sotn 17 = The Prager of Jesus
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